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Interviewer: Do you want to start with your name and a little bit about you?

Carol Dawn Solomon: I'm Carol Dawn Solomon. I've been in the Simkin Square for three to four years.
Second floor, Room 204, Room 240. I'm, | have one son who is still alive, and my husband is gone. He died.
And | have two sisters. And that’s it and | have some friends here. And during the pandemic, | was stuck in
my room for the whole time. | had breakfast, lunch and supper in the room. | talked on the phone. | did my
clothes. | listened to the TV. | listened to music. And then | couldn't go out in the halls. And then before |
knew it, the pandemic was over. And | didn't get COVID. The pandemic was over. And | got into the dining
room, and then to the hall. | sat there, and then later on | came downstairs. | visited people, the
management mainly. And that's my story.

Interviewer: Yeah. What did you think about being stuck in your room?

Carol: Well, | was entertained in different ways. When | wanted to go into the hall and sit there. For
people coming off the elevator, | wanted to talk and the management and... It was hard. But | wasn't
getting COVID and | was happy. And as soon as | got into the dining room, | knew it was all over. And
then they say you can go downstairs now. And then, first of all, it would just be short term, and then before
| knew it, | was sitting with Sarah and Alana and Laurie.

Interviewer: Are those your friends?

Carol: And Caitlin. My friends, my manager, my friends. Now at this point, I'm happier. | can come down
and talk to management. | can participate in different things. And Rory said to me, how would you like a
volunteer job2 And we’ll talk to Caitlin, so we'll see. They gave me beautiful stuff, the management, my
necklaces, my jewelry. And then um...

Interviewer: And what about the future of eldercare? Do you have thoughts about things that you want to
see changed or things that you really like right now?

Carol: | want to see what this volunteer job is. That's what | want to see. And right now, I'm doing art with
Alicia, upstairs. And today, it's with Mary Marin. And | do, | have a book press and | have art. And | put
some art on the wall, here. And I've given art to all the management and got the pictures and put them on
my bulletin board.

Interviewer: Yedah, it sounds like you're you have a lot of friends here and you have a lot of activities to
do. Yeah, that's wonderful. Did you have any other thoughts about the pandemic?

Carol: Just wish it was over.

Interviewer: Yes. Yeah, | understand that. Yeah. Well, thank you so much for sharing your story.
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