
My name is Sheri Ahava Cohen and \i have attended this exhibit which i found deeply 

moving and imperative for the community to see. \i recently came out and identify as 

Queer, i am 66 years of age and i am deeply concerned about my own life as i age and 

the life of other rainbow Seniors. \hiding has been a large part of my life as i passed at 

hetrosexual for most of my life. \i am fully aware that within long term care there is no 

mention of providing programs and services other than what \lezlie \le \kam has 

implemented for people to be their authentic selves and live with their own choice and 

agency. \there is a certain box that people who are placed in long term care have to fit 

within.  The long term system sucks and has still many gaps. It takes years for changes 

to happen. Chosen family not being apprised of their families needs is appalling. \i am 

so aware that change takes decades. \i used to work as social worker placing seniors 

who could no longer live at home independently in lTC.  Choice was immediately taken 

away. \i believe is ti my civil duty and my commitment to activism to continue the fight 

and be in conversation with the government and like minded organizations to support 

seniors. \i may well be one day in a home myself and need staff to care for me 

differently given my own history.  Thank you Sheri Ahava Cohen, September 28, 2023 


