
 

 

Buddies: September 30, 2023 – Story 4 

This exhibit evoked memories of my time working in volunteering in residences for older 

community members and the disparities that I saw.  

My experience working in a retirement home in a wealthy neighbourhood versus volunteering in a 

public long-term care facility in the heart of the city were incredibly different. I thought a lot 

about these two experiences throughout the pandemic – wondering how COVID widened that 

gap. My grandparents died when I was young so I deeply valued the intergenerational exchange 

I experienced at the long term care facility and grieve what knowledge and lessons are lost 

without our queer elders. 

 


