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00:00 

INTERVIEWER: So, it's David. It's October 27. And this is going to be contribution number four and 

five. All right, so if you would like to tell us your names, start with like, with that. 

 

BRENNAN: My name is Brennan Anderson, do you need the spelling? Okay. And I'm here with my 

brother, my older brother Takashi Gabriel Anderson, he goes by Gabe. 

 

INTERVIEWER: Yeah. Hello, so perhaps you'd like to tell us a bit about your experiences during 

the COVID period, before or after that in long term care, any ideas that jump out?  

 

BRENNAN: Okay well, just an overall experience was I mean, when, when the pandemic hit, and 

all the announcements were made on the news, so I was contacted very quickly by the long term 

care people here, the home where Gabe resides. And I was told that we are not to visit, you 

know, and there'd be certain ways of us communicating, but all that would be determined, you 

know, as, as it was. And we're really up in the air, I think we had a couple of phone calls at first 

to make sure everyone was okay. And then in the end, after a lot of struggles, we finally started 

getting video calls, which was actually wonderful to have a video call on a regular basis. I kind of 

wish they'd still do that now. Because myself, and I know other people that live here, have family 

members that might not be able to see them all the time in the video calls are just a good way of 

keeping some face time and getting connected with each other. Gabe, did you, did you enjoy the 

video calls that we had? 

 

GABE: Yeah. 

 

INTERVIEWER: Did you have any, any problems using the video call? 

 

BRENNAN: No. I did, I had a bit of problems because the internet would come in and come out of 

here. I think because there's some sort of technical firewall thing where you can only be logged in 

for so long before someone has to log out and log back in. So, our calls were always about 45 

minutes. And then they would just end abruptly. And it was a little frustrating.  

 

So, we, we learned after our first few calls to say our goodbyes at the beginning. So that when 

the call inevitably got cut off. I mean, we had already said our goodbyes, and asked the 

questions that were important right away. And that went on for months. It went on for months. And 



 

I didn't get to see you until much later when I got the vaccine, which was nice in that I did get to 

receive the vaccine sooner than similar peers and people of my age. I know that priority people 

were seniors, or people who are vulnerable. And I was lucky enough to get in on that, that list. 

And that was quite interesting, because I had to drive all the way, I don't know I had to get a test 

somewhere all the way in Etobicoke. And I had to do it from my car. And at the time with all the 

uncertainty was quite an operation – people in tents in full body suits and stuff. And I shared 

those pictures with you because we had the video calls and I was able to do that. Gabe if we 

didn't have those video calls, though, how would you have been a lot sadder or more depressed?  

 

GABE: Yeah, more depressed 

 

BRENNAN: We kind of had a situation where our mother passed away, it was November 3, a 

few months before the pandemic broke out. And it was difficult because we're, we're mourning 

her loss, but we couldn't physically be with each other. And I, you know, not everyone shared that 

situation, but I'm sure there must have been at least a handful. But at the time, you know, like with 

the uncertainty around what was going on, I understand why we weren't allowed to be close to 

one another.  

 

But I wish there had been certain accommodations that could have been made where maybe we 

could have been present in the same room behind a divider or he brought to a window or you 

know, something more physical and tangible than the video call. You know to have uh… and I 

know we weren't allowed to touch so to like try and you know, give each other a hug and console 

each other would have been, you know, helpful. Like, I guess you would have liked it if I could, 

you know, give you a hug. We cry together and stuff.  

 

But you know, that certainly was something we had to just wait until, until it was deemed safe for 

us to do so. And then it was and then I got our the dub- the second dose, I was able to come and 

give you a hug. We were looking at the videos the other day. I think it was, it wasn't until August. 

I think that I was able to actually hug you. I think I got my first vaccine in April. And then I had to 

wait a few more months, April, May, June, July, maybe it was July, I was, was actually allowed to 

come here and see you outside. You know, I don't want to – I can look it up on my phone, but I'm 

not gonna look, I'm not gonna look it up because it's just gonna eat up time. So yeah, in that 

circumstance for family members, or like ourselves, or we're mourning the loss, I don't know, like, 

what, what they could have done. But in the end, I do feel like everyone here at the home was 

doing their best to keep everyone alive and occupied and safe. And, you know, they were trying 

to take- they're trying to give you guys stuff to do, right? You had activities, you're stuck in your 

room, though. Which is, which is pardon my language is shitty, but you know, that's that really is 

the reality of it. But yeah, dude, you were stuck in here and you got depressed. And I'm sure 

everyone else did. 

 

06:20 



 

INTERVIEWER: Your sense if the staff here was working with the government or against the 

government in terms of policies and trying to make things better for the residents? 

 

06:30 

BRENNAN: Well, I think that it appeared that the staff was following the directions given from the 

government, that they were asked to get vaccinated. And although not everyone was totally on 

board with it, almost everyone here did do what they had to do to continue working. They, I 

would – I would say that with the resources they had and the staff, they had, I felt they did, they 

were trying to do their job, they were doing a good job, they could have done a better job, but 

only with the assistance of further resources and guidance from the government. You know, we're 

all sort of just going along with what we were told to do. And, you know, that's, that's their job as 

well. They can't go against policy. You know, it's, it's their, their, that's their occupation. Gabe, is 

there anything you think that you would add to that? Did everyone seem to still do all- do all the 

things they normally do for you? Were people trying to make you happy? 

 

GABE: Yeah 

 


