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00:01 

INTERVIEWER: October 4, contribution number three. 

 

00:07 

MAURA: Okay. My name is Maura Greg, and I live at Christie gardens. And what would you like 

to know about my experiences? 

 

00:25 

INTERVIEWER: I think any, anything you want to share.  

 

00:30 

MAURA: Okay. Well, during COVID, I actually wasn't living here. But I had come to Toronto about 

four or five years earlier. And I was very, very, very lonely. So and I was just starting to get over 

my culture shock from moving to Toronto, from Winnipeg, and making finally making some friends 

because as you may know, Toronto is a difficult place to make friends and, and COVID hit. So 

that made things even lonelier for me, I really, my daughter lives here, but I don't, I didn't live with 

her. And so I had to, kind of I lived in a small apartment building and I, I had some I had made 

some acquaintances in the neighborhood, where I lived, Forest Hill Village and got into the habit 

of meeting people outside. And fortunately, if I hadn't been able to go outside, I would have 

gone crazy. But it was a private apartment building, they didn't have locked down. And besides 

even if they had, I lived on the second floor, and I could have just gone down the stairs. Gone, 

gone outside.  

 

And fortunately, I lived near a ravine. And that's how I kept myself sane. And eventually I did get 

COVID. But it may have been even after I moved here. I think it was. So, I did move here between 

the waves. So, I was here but not - during COVID, but not during the lockdown. And so, but it was 

a lot better. The reason I moved was because I was lonely, at least I could meet people here. And 

you know, the dining room was open, and that sort of thing.  

 

And so, I just spent, but I still spent a lot of time outside and staying six feet apart from people 

and all of that. So, you know, you have to fall back, I had to fall back on my own resources and 

sort of pretend I was a student I read a lot. And I tried to take I took some classes on Zoom. But I.. 

I survived quite well.  

 



 

I did get COVID at one point. But I didn't I don't think the source of the infection was was here. I 

went to a memorial event for a friend who had died - not of COVID. He died of other causes. 

And somebody at the event must have been positive. Because two of us who were there, myself 

and a woman who used to take care of my cat, my cat sitter, we both got COVID and the nice 

thing that came out of that though, is that my cat sitter and I have become very good pals. And, 

you know, one of the first close friends I made in Toronto after five years of living here. So, yeah, 

so it's not all negative. And that's my story unless you have other questions. 

 


